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May 8, 2025

EWG Comments to California Department of Pesticide Regulation on the Process to
Identify Priority Pesticides

Background

As part of the Sustainable Pest Management Roadmap, adopted in California, the
workgroup set the goal that by 2050 California has eliminated the use of Priority
Pesticides, in order to “eliminate the adverse human health and environmental impacts
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associated with pesticide use”.

Decades of research on the health effects associated with pesticide use have already
identified pesticides and groups of pesticides that pose severe human health risks,
especially in agricultural communities in California, and for children. Such health
impacts include increased risk of cancer®3, respiratory harm?, adverse birth and
reproductive effects®, and Parkinson’s disease’ as well as other harms to the nervous
system®?.
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Additionally, as documented in a peer reviewed study published last year in the
Environment: Science and Policy for Sustainable Development journal on Pesticide Use
and Civil Rights in Central California, personal testimony and lived experience of
farmworkers and agriculture communities in California demonstrates the long-lasting
harmful impacts of pesticide use, and lack of adequate action by state regulators to fully
protect public health.!”

Overall, DPR must focus efforts on providing support to transition away from harmful
pesticides and to a sustainable pest management system throughout the state.

Pesticide Prioritization Process and Advisory Committee

EWG offers the following comments on DPR’s prioritization process and advisory
committee.

- DPR should utilize existing resources and hazard assessments in identifying
priority pesticides. For example, as part of CalEnviroScreen, the Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, or OEHHA, includes a list of 132
pesticides due to health hazards and likelihood of exposure as measured by
pesticide volatility. This list includes extremely hazardous pesticides like several
neurotoxic organophosphates. Additionally, considering pesticide use as it
overlaps with other environment health stressors as reported in CalEnviroScreen
can help identify areas at greatest risk of health effects and in greatest need of
action'!, This can enable DPR to focus more efforts on supporting transitions
away from these chemicals, rather than on reconfirming harm.

- While some priority pesticides may already be subject to some regulations
specifying restricted use such as the highly toxic fumigant 1,3-dichloropropene, as
well as pesticides that are currently in the process of reevaluation such as paraquat
and chloropicrin, swift action is needed to address the health risks posed by these
high use, highly toxic pesticides.
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- Active ingredients that are members of a pesticide class, share a similar structure,
or similar toxicity, should be prioritized and assessed cumulatively in order to
make the greatest advancements in public health protection.

- Public health protection should be prioritized over availability of alternatives and
economic considerations and impacts of phasing out the most harmful pesticides.
Additionally, non-chemical alternatives and agricultural practices to support pest
prevention must be prioritized and strongly considered to uphold the goals and
principles of implementing sustainable pest management.

- The advisory committee must not include individuals with economic conflicts of
interests, such that they benefit from the sale and use of pesticides. Additionally,
specific expertise regarding environmental epidemiology, endocrine disruption,
and developmental neurotoxicity should be included in areas of expertise within
the Human Health Toxicology expertise of the advisory committee.

We look forward to working with the Department of Pesticide Regulations on identifying
Priority Pesticides to protect the health of Californians and appreciate the opportunity to
comment.

Alexis M. Temkin, PhD, Senior Toxicologist

Bernadette Del Chiaro, Senior Vice President, California
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